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places are In Springfield and at Tri-County) reaches 
the public and does so well,” Harmon says 
Location near the Dayton Mall ik one reason, he 


n ; believes; alsa, there are no Chucky Cheese piacon la 
pace ca yet ae Ff ; the Dayton aren (Chucky Cheese a imitat animated 
Some say, music r. and that hie Fatz, the animated ape who's unfazed by his stage presentation, is a big challenger to ShowBiz for 
fingers don't aways hit Ihe keys ot tha ashing band’s phenomenal following at the pizza parlor hokee hemper MA A 
Mea aa talented Ee they "om in Cincinnati Also, W's not a hangout here fer ter 
epee e R agers ar wo many viden games putes tre BO nee 
E perdekarre cles hed Of our busivesissrctyfamty,” he saya "Pheer 
station; nor does he wurk the har scene out oa North the reasons, we've been very fortunate 
Dixie, in Fairborn. Brookville, New Carlisle or any The pizza-pames entertainment package lea 
He saver even ply ara the latter that ite Snow Nis beyond tne average scope 
The neat thing about all this is that Fatz has of such places 
absolutely nn idea he's s0 gord, no idea that is fans, On Saturday’, especially during the summer 
especially on their birthdays, are lining up outside his months, 1.200 to 1.400 Fatz fans wil visit h 
at on tet Brehdaya arn Hein vp out Shows Pizza Place, Harron maya 
And It one ofthe Rock alive Explosion characters 
Breaks dwn. "It's dangerous oul thare ha eae 
‘You get the problem patched up as waan as pable 
Fatz on synthesizer. ily Bot on pullar and his 
sidekick Looney Bira: Mit thr cheerleaders drummer 
Doui the dog: Beach bear and Nolte ane Nis puppet 
Keep an audience tansiived Or, nt tne very an 
imirigued Maybe ICs because that rl at u epee 
hum, of a fark al the noch one a ANO te muaro 
westers namber beng ployed 
sound inet bod 
Whatever, You slt there wondering: yas, how In the 
wadering sou youralt and why rove oa LUEN 
The Kis naich, ae meurrised, bu to glonce 
around and see that there are oiheF parents wh cant 
Keep ther eyes ff ne Imm of frolic wemrernoee 


He's the most popular entertainer in the Dayton 
area and he can't read a musical note 


Why. even nn a sunny Mother's Day. while most 
Were treating their moms to dinner at 
like Will Knapp s, there aas a wart 
ShowBiz sager to catch a piece of 
Dhn t faze Fata a Wit Didn't do a thing to alter his 
King Kong-sized ego Month-in, month out, he stays 
the same, except for a new elbow movement here, a 
toll of th eyes there, a svow la w ink, may be 


kes us; we'd 


But, be forewarned, If you plan on celebrating your 
birthday with him, call ahead fm reservations 
a weeh and a hall in advance. 
John Kenley should be so lucky 
Thinking that I could discover the serret of his 
success, 1 arrived for an Interview with him 
Sets of a matinee performance on a recent Saturday 
The audience had just finished applauding his 
Tumbling rendition of Guitarzan , when one woman 
‘4 up quickly to the front with her One Step to 
a shot of him betore the curtain closed. Fatz 
red The audience was still applauding: she got her 
nd shuffled back to her seat 
ded backstage. notrbook and pencil ready, and 
he hadn't budged, Neither had the three others in hig 
conter-stage group, 
ley. Faiz | said. hoping to arouse him, “how do 


least 


uh, to 

you continue to do It werk ater week ike the i Think ahau It: You'd never applaud the stuffed 

Bringing nthe crvveds ana all ‘ animais mt the air, but here you ere capping i 
hen rot Nis ye Mii 3 furry group ot eight at the end of one of tree seta 


Besides the synchronized movements of the arms 
land eyes and mouths with the beat of a song or 
momentum of a Joke, what gives the show an 
additional sock of authenticity are the bloopers that 
are punched into each spiel — Mitzi apologizing for 
miaintroucing paring heck at ber; Billy 


IBN. Maybe they've taken hold of good 
but nah, that couldn't be Not Fatz 
Beach Urar, maybe, but not Fatz 

1 tried again, 


ls it the We're Having a Birthday Party song, Fatz? 


Pat 


is pagiag y aian steers Cea sic rat Ps e th 
AAA ee R min e 

SAEIA gL AT oiia piina, 

SAYID Fae Ton matn oe he p Sone say That mai Fete Fas iia erates e Moh E TE 
Wnt abut theme Iwas begimning toink tothe White Case Patz aad hia Rek-fe s Because Create Fagen th Bran, musie and 
worm interview, bis friend Mike Harmon, whu saye the Plaza almost two straight years, olds, a friend of mine was saying, that If they don't rhea 


be understands pretty much what makes Fatz and And except for a malfunctioning computer part ier nema ee 


Bet to celebrate their birthday Unere with pizza, cake 


Pip Rec rand ma put ot ms pcaneat, herea busted hw ashore Mme Sadhana senha a eae HRRTN eae wl come mete w 
Het ht ling a rast armoe mie aeaea thevve nner meats peated Colanter teh,” shraaiecyena same MEN iG, 
Work CBAs a oe A AD aes cd ta eh Ane Show i nere is Oe ot the Wom successful decorated colander on thelr heade and a Indy Irom 
solitude betore he poss back on mage, You Fatz the goria. By Bob andthe stx others la thle operations among almost 200 ofthe video and pista Gar Oa ince rue ea a aa ley fron 
aadar Ugh tle group — Mitzi the cheerleader: Dook the parlors that have poked up around thr country Inthe ben colant Mat Fate as Ae A hee 
‘Yeh srt of rummer, lend guitarist Beach Bear, Looney Bira, and la three year: success I fact tha the Into his club, and he asked them to mand and repeat 
ah ae Rolte de Woite and his puppet Earl Sehmerle (oralt Midwest hierarchy al Showbiz ordered Harmon not the colander pledge, Harmon rence, "ene ores 
ee ee ee the other way around?) — are electronically toadvertse in the newspaper. on radio, TV or any fourtn of them were sanding. There they were 
Aaa na Poea a HAm mesa: comtoled robs enleulsers won wen ebtipet, D DETAN Handing nn responding dutiful to hs dialogue, 
A double-rel tape deck and a guarded computer inthe ° “They're attempting to find out how a place suchas Sometimes, you ust ca beleve I 
‘back room, come off like Saturday Night Live ours in a single market (the other closest ShowBiz ‘Ob, yes you can, Mike; yes you can. 


By Mickey Davis A lot of blood, sweat and gears goes into the Roane aoe avian erie eed sical 072 bes bate 
Mitzi the pigtailed chee rade In the white creation of electric personalities for Midditown 
sweater with the green block letter M" on the front M was that same vear, Fechter recalls, that he got a 


has gone on a diet in most par's nf the country. Not fn 
Dayton, though, where plump is forever beautiful 

The current Mitzi at the Dayton area $ only 
‘Show Biz Pizza Place on Prestige Plaza has so many 
electrical wires. computer parts, alr hoses, bearings. 
plastic castings. hinges and Fiberglas stuffed into her 
digestive tract that she has the figure of a middle 
aged chili parlor waitress — not one of the pubescent 
teenager she's supposed to be, No, sad to say, unlike 
the teen-ager in the 1950's rock and roll song. Mitzi 
doesn t “sway with a wiggle with a wiggie when 
she walks ” 

Sorry. Mitz, we Iove you, but you're a klutz 

That sone of the draw backs of allowing technology 
to control one's And because the technology 
to limit Mital’s inner body parts and reduce her 
weight wasn't discovered until sometime last vear, 
Mitas has remained fattisk in must places: now 
Creative Enginering. the Or'ando, Ha . manufacturer 
of Mitzi. Fatz the gorilla. and the othe: Rock-afire 
Explosion rharacters, including a new one, Uncle 
Klunk, has found a way to give Mitzi her thin 
waistline 

‘We've been able to pive her sex appeal.” says a 
delighted friend, Aaron Fechter, by telephone. “She's 
always been concerned what others think about her: 
she s conscious of her peers and in that gawky stage 
‘Aud she didn't want to look like an overstitted 
mouse Now. she doesn't Because with all that extra 
equipment wut of her she hay more hody movement 
and looks a lot better We're always working to 
improve our characters. and if we are able to remove 
the sense of what they are — robots — and make 
them seem like characters who can think and perform 
as reai people, then we're accomplishing what we set 
vut to do 

Fechter, 29. a self-described “garage inventor,” is 
president and founder of Creative Engineering Hes 
Also the voice for Billy Bob, one of the show's 
featured stars who's named alter his college 
roomnate, Billy Bob Irvin. of Shelby. N C . now an 
artist lor Fechter s company 

Fechter, whose voice is similar to that of lead singer 
Peter Nowne of Herman's Hermits — remember them? 
— go! bis start in developing electronic characters by 
doing animated groups for amusrment parks. Hi 
country and ‘Bear Coun 
he satisa 


tle: tronically= 


big break when his khv 
inated rock group wasa hig hit at the convention 


@ 
Of Internathnal Association of Amusement Parks ard 
“Attractions people in New Orlean Then, in 1979, he 
ot real lucky,” when ti Brock then the president 
and nuw chairman of the board of ShowBiz Pizza 
Place, wanted his Rock:afire characters, Including 


Mitzi, to play at all thelr pizza and videogame places 
Show Biz signed a lifetime 


Creative Engineering an 
contract, Hechler says 

A year ago, Show Biz had about 70 places 
the country; today, that number has reached more 
than 180. Talk about Rock-alire explosion! 

‘We've been able to bring our characters to life In 
various stages. and now I'é like to take them aowther 
step beyond what we have now — to anuther 
Reveratlon,” Fechter says, "We've got the music and 
the movements together; we have many of them in a 
memory bank now So now we're working on the 
personality of each character, developing that to the 
fullest 

Besides discovering a diet to get rid of Mitz's 
excess baggage uf alidominal computer parts and 
pneumatic cylinders — I'm sure Mitzi is happier — 
Creative Engineering has found new ways to glve 
Douk the Drummer mote elbow movements, Now 
ook can brunce like Buddy Rich Irom the snare 
drum to the fwot-operated crash cymbals to the high 
hat — and he's almost to the point where he can do 
smouth drum soln. About the only "hing Douk duesn't 
dois sweat Fechter and his peeple are working on it 

In the meantime. they ve Introduced Un le Klunk: 
who appears in V0 Show Kie plar es around the 
country. but not Daytun, Klunk has taken the place of 
Rolle de Wolfe and his puppet. Klunk isa talk show 
host — more in the mold of Bob Kw'esell than Juhnny 
Carson — who has a phone sitting on a table next to 
him which he can lift and put back pres isely In the 
cradle while picking out a banana from a bow! of 
fruit on the other side. Me is witty, controversial and 
engages in repartee with the ShowBiz crowd and 
waitresses: 

‘We were concerned with an obvious need to 
change characters.” Fechter says, “but Klunk hasn't 
set the world on flre as I hoped he could do. 

Maybe they should hase introduced Klunk In 


round 


Stal! pbovos by Eddie Roberts 
Billy Bob, named for his creator's college roommate 


(See That's ShowBiz on Pape 24) 


eT hat's ShowBiz 


soy 
Continued from Page 21 
Dayton, instead of Orlando, In all Hke- 
jood. judging from past perform- 
ances, Kiuak would bave done real 
‘ira at the ShowBiz here- 
2/"The Dayton audience enjoys the 
eevork we naturally produce.” Fechter 
-says "Rock-alire likes playing Day- 
ton. The people in Orlando are real 
«fiplied, maybe because we have Dis- 
'ney World and the Epcot Center: any- 
way, they aren't nearly as receptive to 
what we do as they are in Dayton.” 

Creative Engineering keeps close 
jbs on what various cities and com- 
valles like about their characters, 

hler says, “because the Rock-alire 
‘aplosion ikes to play where It is 
iked: they enjoy being liked.” 

Fechter. who has a bachelor's degree 
im finance from the University of 
wah Florida, talks of Fatz and his 
wa character Billy Bob, Mitzi, Beach 
Wear and the rest much as a pre- 
choler talks about a special teddy 
sear, Me seems to enpy living 
hinking the way Billy Bob and Fatz 
‘ight do, and maybe that's why be 
“as been so successful at what be does, 

He even feels sorry for Rolle, who 
as been replaced in some shows by 
‘cle Klank, 

“Rolfe hasn't taken all this too 
veli." Fechter says “Now, he doesn't 
sank to go slong with ‘Colander 
light" (Wednesday nights at Show- 
1 places, patrons come dressed in co 
mader hats and there s an induction of 
1 into Fatz's Colander Club) “Roite 
ayt he's against the colander move- 
vent and is starting his own movment, 
{Small Appliances Night where you 
{zp a smali appliance to your head 
á come on down. He 
“Of such empathy, good things to 
saron Fechter have come. That be has 
wen successful im the less than 10 
eass he has been In the business is an 
derstatement. Creative Rogineering 
ow employs 200 people in five plants 
1 Orlando, including a special creative 
aff of 40 which initiates the elec- 
‘onic ideas, plans the songs, the arm 
‘bd eye movements and the choreog- 
shy, jokes and stage xuflaws that fit 
arious routines 

kach Rock-atire Explosion character 

‘manufactured in groups of 25 and it 
kes about a week and a half to com- 
kias group. A five-minute skit takes 
wao three days to complete, Fechter 
iy», but that’s progress, t00, because 

it wok as long as three 

reeks to get one on tape. 
Bechter, the voice for Billy Bob: Burt 
iison, 28, the voice tor Fatz: Shalisaa 
12 (Mitzi): Duke Chaupetta, 31 
sk the Drummer) and Rick Balley. 

(Beach Bear), gather in a recording 

jio each week to play their Instru- 

is, ting and record the voices of 
ìr characters 

"We'll get around the microphone,” 

Mer says. “and Im in control of 

“record! bution and I start the but- 


Fechter credits Wilson with mucb of 
the success of the group. Wilson, be 
says, is an outstanding songwriter 


voice for Fatz.” Fechter says, “but we 
aiso got a good writer. 
‘composer and a good performer when 
We got Burt. 

‘Once the sound track Is finished, It is 


sent to the programmers where the © 


individual movements of each charac- 
ter — each roll of the eyes, a guitar 
strum, a frown, drum beat, pat on the 
jack — are recorded separately. 
Kathy Norman, who is “extremely ial- 
ented,” says Fechter, is responsible for 
synchronizing the music to the 
movements. 

“Some lapes are easy: some are 
tougher.” he says, but the objective is 
to match the movements with the 
jokes and the music and make them as 
Batura) as possible. There are ahost 15 
songs to each Showbiz show. which 
changes every few months. The cur- 
rent show lasts 90 minutes. 

It is Interesting to note, to 


while Billy Bob, Fechter's character, 
bas been billed frum the begioning as 
the featured Rock-alire Fxpionon at- 
traction, Fetz, Wilson's character, has 
emerged as the big star. 

Fatz is sort of a composite of Fats 
Domino, The Big Bopper and Muham- 
mad Ali, Fechter says. 

That Fatz bas stolen some of the 
spotlight from Billy Bob wasn't in the 
design. "It just happened naturally.” 
Fechter says. “but po doubt, he's the 


‘Almost evervone who visits Show- 
Biz Pizza loves Fatz, Fechter says. bot 
hhardly a monta goes by that Fechter 
doesn't receive a letter of complaint 
about the Black gorilla with the bop- 
she-top singing style, The focus of the 
‘complaints? Fate fits the perpetuation 
Of the black stereotype. 

“That s completely wroeg,” Fechter 
counters. “Actually Fatz has a sovib- 
ern Louisiana style of dialect and 
though he's a gorilia, bes a character 
that works. Some penple don't under- 
‘sand this, of course. They only want 
to see through these characters their 
own bigotries, aod uoforwnately 1 
can't control wat they want to pee.” 

‘And. after listening to Fechter, yoo 
{et the feeling be has been genuinely 
‘burt because this has nappeoed. 

"We tried to put our show In at the 
University of South Florida, where 1 
Graduated.” Fechrer says, "and It di- 


‘sce it as anything. My theory In that 
bigh school and esrly-college kids 
‘don't want to hang out in the same 
piace with the junior high gang where 
there's pizza and videogames. I've sort 
of lost touch with college kids, 
not sure right now what they 
maybe I'll have to do something in 
New Wave and they'll ike tt.” 

He laughs. 

‘Two years ago. Fechter believed he 
would be doing robotic electronic 


proving the old ones along the way as 
the genius hit him. 

Now, he's not so sure anymore. 

“Sometimes 1 think I'm spreading 
myself 100 thin.” he says “There's an 
element of quality control that slips 
when you keep growing Big isnt 
Always simple. So T'a just Uke to get 
beck to being a garape inventor again, 

“Sure I want to ker p on doing Billy 
Bob; I love Billy Bod and the rest of 
‘our characters and I'd like to see them 
become the greatest entertaiment 
medium to come out-of the 1980s. 

“Love finding wavs to give Mitzi a 
waist line, or to make Dook a better 
drummer, maybe the best drummer in 
the world. or to inuoduce a new 
character to the set, but it isn't always 
As easy as that, 

“It takes a lot of heart and dedica- 
tion to make something like this work. 
But sometimes, 1 think, this corpora- 


a't go over that hut. They didn't really ton has become a monster ” 


THAT’S SHOWBIZ 


(The Journal Herald - September, 1983) 
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